POLITICAL SCIENCE 3355 WA

PUBLIC POLICY & DEVELOPMENT
Winter 2009
Monday & Wednesday, 11:30 - 1:00pm, RB 1021
Instructor:  Charles Conteh 

Office: RB 2041

Office Hours:  Tuesday 1:30 - 3:30pm (or by appointment)

Phone:  807-343-8791

E-mail: cconteh@lakeheadu.ca 
________________________________________________________________________

OVERVIEW & OBJECTIVES 

The formulation and implementation of public policy in developing countries are among the most critical functions of their governments, and the process becomes increasingly complex in the context of their vulnerable position as poorer countries in the global system. The course content examines public policy and governance outside the context of liberal industrialized democracies by exploring institutions, politics and policies in developing countries.  We will look at the roles of governments, political parties, interest groups, non-governmental organizations and international agencies, with particular reference to development. 

Students are encouraged to work towards the above by completing the assigned readings, preparing their class presentations, and writing their term papers and exam.

EVALUATION

Class Presentation: 10%

Class Participation: 20%

Research Proposal (due 11:30am on Feb. 11th): 10%

Take-home Mid-term Exam (1:00pm, Mar. 2nd to 2:30pm Mar. 3rd): 30%

Research Paper (due April 1st):  30% 
Class Presentation & Participation

Starting the second week, you will take turns making a half-hour presentation of the readings.  Class presentation consists of leading the class through the assigned readings.  This involves focusing the discussion on core concepts and central arguments within the readings, comparing the arguments in the textbook chapters, and finally raising questions for a broader discussion.  Presenters should not merely present but also facilitate.  They should come prepared with questions to steer discussion.  Other class participants must arrive in class prepared and having carefully done the readings in order to engage in the discussion launched by the presenters.  

As a presenter, you should ask the class to: 

· define and clarify the core concepts and terms 

· summarize and discuss the central arguments  
· raise important issues and questions related to the readings 

· discuss the strengths and weaknesses of the readings

As a class participant, you should try to answer the questions raised by presenters and other participants, respond to their contributions to seminar discussions, provide information and examples, and raise your own questions and issues. 

Research Proposal

The research proposal must seek to examine a policy issue (such as poverty, inequality, sustainable development and the like) in a developing country, or between two developing countries in the global South.  Students should choose topics related to development. 
The research proposal is an important step in writing a research paper. It should be between four and five pages in length, including bibliography.  You could use the following order: 

· find the books and academic journal articles most relevant to your research topic 

· decide on a project title 

· clearly state your research question   

· define what you seek to explain 
· provide an outline of the project: why you have decided to study this particular issue and what the central themes are 
· review and distinguish different explanations that have been suggested in the literature. In other words, what are the similarities or differences to be explained, how have others sought to theorize and explain them, and what explanation will your paper attempt to develop.

Late outlines will be penalized 2 percentage points per day.

Research Paper

Final essays should be built on the research proposal, and should be between 12-15 pages in length.  
Late papers will be penalized 2 percentage points per day.

Your research paper should be structured well. An example of a good structure would be the following: 

· Introduction 

· Literature Review (Theoretical Framework) 

· Case Study 

· Conclusion

Take-Home Exam

The final exam gives you an opportunity to demonstrate your understanding of the readings.  If you read and understand well the assigned articles and book chapters, carefully take notes from readings and class presentations, and participate actively in our class discussions, you should be well-prepared for the exam.

Lakehead Policy on Academic Dishonesty

Academic dishonesty consists of misrepresentation by deception or by other fraudulent means and can result in serious consequences.  The following illustrates only three forms of academic dishonesty:

1. Plagiarism, e.g. the submission of work that is not one's own or for which other credit has been obtained.  

2. Improper collaboration in group work. 

3. Copying or using unauthorized aids in tests and examinations.

Textbook (Required) 

Burnell, P. & Randall, V., “Politics in the Developing World,” (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008)

TOPICS AND READINGS

Section I: Analytical Approaches 
Week 1 (Jan. 5 & 7): 
Introduction 
Overview of Public Policy as a Concept 
Week 2 (Jan. 12 & 14): 
Analytical Approaches to Understanding the Developing World
Burnell & Randall, Chap. 1 
Week 3 (Jan. 19 & 21): 
Foundations of the “Third-World” – Colonialism and its Aftermath 

Burnell & Randall, Chap. 2

Week 4 (Jan. 26 & 28): 
Developing Countries in the International (dis)Order 

Burnell & Randall, Chaps. 3 & 4

Section II:  State-Society Relations 
Week 5 (Feb. 2 & 4):  
Forms of Inequality 

Burnell & Randall, Chaps. 5 & 8

Case Study: South Africa 

Week 6 (Feb. 9 & 11):  
Forging Nationhood 
Burnell & Randall, Chaps. 6 & 7

Case Study: Indonesia, Chap. 20(a) 

Week 7 (Feb. 16 & 18):  
Reading Week
Week 8 (Feb. 23 & 25):  
Non-State Policy Stakeholders  
Burnell & Randall, Chaps. 9 & 10

Case Study: India, Chap. 21(a) 

Week 9 (Mar. 2 & 4): 
Take-Home Mid-term Exam
Understanding the State in the Developing World 
Burnell & Randall, Chaps. 11 & 12
Case Study: Nigeria, Chap. 22(b)
Week 10 (Mar. 9 & 11): 
Democracy and Governance
Burnell & Randall, Chaps 14 & 15. 
Case Study: Mexico, Chap. 22(c)  

Section III:  Policy Issues 
Week 11 (Mar. 16 & 18):  
Development and/versus the Environment 
Burnell & Randall, Chaps. 16 & 17
Case Study: Guatemala, Chap. 23 (a)
Week 12 (Mar. 23 & 25): 
Human Rights and Security 
Burnell & Randall, Chaps. 18 & 19
Case Study: Pakistan, Chap. 22(a) 
Week 13 (Mar. 30 & Apr. 1)
Conclusion & Course Review
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